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In Confrontation, two calamitous events occur that pave the way for the hostile beginnings of 

an assimilation process between the Greenland Norse settlers and the natives of Vinland. The 

first mixing of cultures occurs when a woman of the Northmen, Thora, and Deskaheh the 

Haudenosaunee, marry. This union, accepted enthusiastically by the Northmen, opens a 

window into the native mind. 

 

For all the people of this land the way is rocky and fraught with danger at every turn, but the 

acceptance and friendship that develops between the Northmen and the Naskapi, another 

native tribe, over an affair of honor, the eventual acceptance of a young boy of the Northmen 

by his Haudenosaunee captors, and a scenario that seems ordained by the will of the gods, 

makes it all begin to fall into place, as it must for the Northmen to survive. 

 

Will this developing relationship allow the Northmen to remain in the homeland of the Naskapi, 

or are they doomed to failure? The settlers must deal with that question on a daily basis. 

 

Standing in their way are uncounted numbers of indigenous peoples, the pre-historical 

ancestors of the contemporary Cree (Naskapi), Ojibwa (Anishinabeg), and Iroquois 

(Haudenosaunee) Indians. From the outset, the warriors of these various tribes violently 

resisted the incursion of the tall, pale-skinned invaders. The overwhelming numbers of the 

native peoples in Vinland hold the fate of the Northmen in their hands. The success or failure 

of the settlement at Halfdansfjord hangs in the balance. 
 
 


